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RESOLUTION BY THE COMMUNITY FLOOD RESILIENCE TASK FORCE OPPOSING PROPOSED
SCARBOROUGH DEVELOPMENT (“SAN JACINTO PRESERVE”)

The Community Flood Resilience Task Force (CFRTF) was established by Harris County Commissioners Court to
serve in an advisory capacity on flood resilience planning that accounts for community needs and priorities,
including flood risk that originates upstream of the county line. Consistent with that mission, the CFRTF adopts
the following position regarding the proposed Scarborough development, known as the ‘San Jacinto Preserve.

The CFRTF shares the conclusion Houston City Council reached in its December 17, 2025 resolution: that
catastrophic flooding renders this property unfit for residential development, and its highest and best use
would instead be for flood mitigation and as a public park. The CFRTF opposes residential development of this
property and supports its preservation as open space.

The proposed development would place approximately 5,300 acres, at the confluence of Spring Creek, Cypress
Creek, Turkey Creek, and the West Fork of the San Jacinto River, west of Kingwood, into residential use. This
property consists predominantly of active floodways, floodplains, and wetlands that currently function as a
natural sponge, slowing and absorbing stormwater while filtering the water that ultimately flows into Lake
Houston. Clearing and filling these wetlands to elevate the property for development would increase the speed
and volume of stormwater runoff, placing downstream communities at greater risk of flooding, while
undermining regional flood mitigation efforts already underway.

Beyond flood risk, this property sits within one of the most environmentally sensitive parts of the Lake Houston
watershed, which serves as the primary drinking water source for approximately 2.4 million people across the
Greater Houston area. Development of this tract therefore raises concerns not only for downstream flooding,
but also for the water quality relied upon by a substantial share of the region's population.

The CFRTF believes this property is better preserved as natural floodplain and green space than developed for
residential use, given the severity of flood risk in this watershed and the role this land plays in protecting
downstream communities and drinking water quality.

ADOPTED on August 28, 2026, by the Harris County Community Flood Resilience Task Force.
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