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The purpose of the Harris County Flood Control District’s Media Guide 
is to serve as a quick reference guide for reporters who cover this 
agency. The guide provides basic information about the Flood Control 
District, including its purpose, history, governing body, funding sources, 
jurisdiction and many projects near bayous and creeks. It also includes 
a section highlighting the flooding history of Harris County and Tropical 
Storm Allison, a glossary of flood-related terms, and a section dispelling 
common flooding myths as well as common reporting mistakes. All photos 
and graphics used in this guide are included on the attached USB Flash 
Drive. The Flood Control District requests credit for any photos or 
graphics used in publication.



Harris County Flood Control District
Since 1937

Wildflowers line the banks  
of Greens Bayou.

Excavating stormwater detention basins 
Large, in-ground basins that safely store millions 
of gallons of stormwater help keep bayous from 
overflowing. 

Maintaining our drainage infrastructure 
Routinely addressing erosion, slope failure, sediment 
build-up and other issues keeps our drainage 
infrastructure in check.

Widening and deepening bayous 
Wider and deeper bayous carry more stormwater  
and reduce the size of floodplains.

Implementing voluntary home buyouts 
Buying and demolishing homes — located deep in a 
floodplain and that repeatedly flood — allows residents 
to move to higher ground. This program also ensures 
those homes will never flood again.
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Mission Statement
The Harris County Flood Control District provides flood damage reduction projects  
that work, with appropriate regard for community and natural values. 

The Flood Control District accomplishes its mission by devising flood damage  
reduction plans, implementing the plans and maintaining the infrastructure.

Funding
The Harris County Flood Control District’s income is derived primarily from a dedicated ad valorem 
property tax. We also partner with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to leverage local tax dollars for many studies and projects. Furthermore, 
we encourage partnerships with outside entities, such as Harris County and the city of Houston, 
which help turn project sites into parks and recreational areas.

Governing Body
The Harris County Flood Control District is governed by Harris County Commissioners Court but  
is a separate legal entity from Harris County government. As such, we should be referred to as the 
“Flood Control District,” the “District” or “HCFCD” in abbreviated terms. We should not be referred 
to as “Harris County” or the “County.”

Executive Management
The Harris County Flood Control District is managed by the District’s Executive Director. 

Media Contact
For media inquiries, please contact us at 713-684-4000 or use the Media Contact form located on 
our website at www.hcfcd.org.

Who We Are
The Harris County Flood Control District is a special purpose district created by the Texas 
Legislature in 1937. We were created to be a local partner to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
to build projects that reduce flooding risks and damages. We have jurisdiction over more than 
2,500 miles of bayous and creeks in Houston, Harris County and other municipalities. 

What We Do
Think of the Harris County Flood Control District as a large construction agency that works  
year-round to reduce flooding risks and damages by:

What We Don’t Do
n We do not regulate land development in Houston or in Harris County. 
n  We do not adopt Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs or floodplain maps), which are used  

to set flood insurance rates and to regulate land development. 
n  We do not have jurisdiction over drainage for highways and streets, including roadside  

ditches and storm sewers, generally speaking. 



Capital Improvement Program

Widening of Brays Bayou

Arthur Storey Park detention basin

Crews demolish a flood-prone home in the 
Brays Bayou watershed.
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Current and Completed Capital Projects
The Harris County Flood Control District has constructed or is currently constructing projects 
to widen and deepen bayous and to excavate stormwater detention basins in the following 
watersheds: Brays Bayou, Sims Bayou, White Oak Bayou, Buffalo Bayou, Greens Bayou, 
Cypress Creek, Spring Creek, Armand Bayou, Halls Bayou, Hunting Bayou, Goose Creek, San 
Jacinto River, Mason Creek, Vince Bayou, Spring Gully, Cedar Bayou and the Addicks Reservoir. 
While these projects substantially reduce flooding risks, more projects need to be built. 

Recreational areas, such as Arthur Storey Park, 
can be created at stormwater detention sites.

The Harris County Flood Control District’s Capital 
Improvement Program identifies capital projects for the 
upcoming five-year period. It is updated annually. Projects 
that reduce flooding risks and damages typically begin with 
a study to define a flooding problem and require extensive 
engineering and analysis.

The Flood Control District’s capital projects include widening 
and deepening bayous, excavating large stormwater detention 
basins and implementing voluntary home buyout programs. 

Wider and deeper bayous have more capacity for moving 
stormwater to Galveston Bay and reduce the size of 
floodplains. 

Stormwater detention basins store stormwater that would 
otherwise overflow from a bayou and cause flooding. A 
stormwater detention basin essentially is a large, excavated 
hole in the ground adjacent to a bayou. When water in a bayou 
begins to rise, it spills into the basin and fills it like a lake. When 
water levels in the bayou recede, water in the basin drains 
back into the bayou at a controlled rate by gravity. 

Voluntary home buyout programs allow the Flood Control 
District to move families — whose homes are located deep in  
a floodplain and that repeatedly flood — to higher ground. 

6

Since 1990, our Largest Projects have been with Federal Partners,   
including these:

n   In 2015, we completed a project with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to widen 
and deepen 19 miles of Sims Bayou, replace or modify 22 bridges and remove 
the 1 percent (100-year) floodplain from thousands of homes and businesses. 

n  Also with the Corps, we are working to widen 21 miles of Brays Bayou, replace 
or modify up to 32 bridges and excavate four stormwater detention basins that 
have a combined capacity of 3.5 billion gallons of stormwater storage. This 
project also will remove the 1 percent (100-year) floodplain from thousands of 
homes and businesses.

n  With a grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, we began 
construction in 2015 on what is the largest single construction contract ever 
managed by the Flood Control District. The project includes the Kuykendahl and 
Glen Forest stormwater detention basins in the Greens Bayou watershed. When 
complete, these basins will hold a combined 1.05 billion gallons of stormwater and 
will reduce frequent flooding risks for more than 1,100 homes and businesses. 



Watershed Master Planning

Many options exist for designing bayous 
and creeks in Harris County.
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Voluntary Home Buyout Program
An integral part of the Capital Improvement Program, 
voluntary home buyouts serve as extremely effective 
tools for eliminating structural flooding in Harris County. 
They are the only way to guarantee that homes will never 
flood again.

With assistance from grants from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), the Harris County Flood 
Control District has purchased more than 3,000 flood-
prone homes and helped families move to higher ground 

outside of the floodplain. These are homes that were simply built in the wrong place, prior to 
the knowledge we have today of the boundaries of our floodplains and prior to strict regulations 
imposed by the city and by the county on land development.

Ideal voluntary home buyout candidates are structures that have a high benefit-to-cost ratio, 
meaning it is cheaper for the federal government to purchase and demolish them rather than 
continue to pay flood insurance claims. FEMA has specific criteria the Flood Control District 
must follow when selecting homes for voluntary buyouts. 

Once the voluntary buyout process is complete and homeowners have moved to higher ground, 
the homes are demolished and the land remains as open space to serve as a natural floodplain 
for stormwater storage. Recognizing the benefits of open space, the Flood Control District 
offers various partnership opportunities that allow these areas to be used for parks, community 
gardens and playing fields.  

Planning Future Projects
New technology has enabled 
the Harris County Flood Control 
District to make a comprehensive 
assessment of all bayous and 
major creeks in Harris County. We 
have been able to determine their 
carrying capacities and identify 
the homes and businesses at risk 
for flooding from various rainfall 
events. This information is being 
used to plan projects in many 
Harris County watersheds, to 
provide guidance in support of new 
infrastructure and growth, and to 
establish options for future projects 
that place more emphasis on the 
environment and the public’s desire 
for open space and parks. 



Residents enjoy trails built along  
Brays Bayou in Arthur Storey Park.

Community and Natural Values

Before erosion repairs to White Oak Bayou in Jersey Village. After erosion repairs to White Oak Bayou in Jersey Village.

Flood Control District contractors repair  
concrete lining along Brays Bayou near the  
Texas Medical Center.

Flood Control District contractors mow nearly 
8,000 miles of bayou banks each year.

Flood Control District crews remove debris 
from Buffalo Bayou.

Maintenance
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The Harris County Flood Control District must maintain 
more than 2,500 miles (the distance from Los Angeles 
to New York City) of bayous and creeks and dozens of 
stormwater detention basins in Harris County. Erosion 
along bayous, creeks and stormwater detention basins 
is a common problem. While erosion repairs comprise 
the majority of  maintenance projects, the Flood 
Control District performs many other maintenance 
activities including:

n  Repairing failed slopes of bayous, creeks  
and stormwater detention basins

n  Repairing concrete lining along bayous and  
their tributaries

n Replacing collapsed drainage pipes

n Repairing sinkholes

n  Removing sediment build-up and debris from 
bayous and creeks

n Selectively clearing undesirable vegetation

n  Applying herbicide to suppress invasive species

n  Mowing approximately 18,000 acres of land three 
times during the growing season each year

The Flood Control District cannot legally perform 
maintenance projects on land where it does not have 
right of way. We maintain infrastructure on land that we 
own in fee or on land where we have easement. 

Parks
While some Harris County Flood Control District project sites double 
as parks, we typically do not build park features. Rather, other 
government entities such as the city of Houston and Harris County 
are able to use our land to build hike-and-bike trails, playgrounds and 
other amenities, as well as maintain these sites. Such partnerships 
create a win-win-win situation for the Flood Control District, other 
government entities that need land for parks, and the public. 

Trees
The Harris County Flood Control District plants approximately 20,000 
trees each year on our rights of way. While trees certainly help beautify 
the banks of bayous and stormwater detention basins, their primary 
purpose is to keep mowing costs low and reduce the risk of erosion. 
Once a successful canopy of trees is established, the need for mowing 
decreases and saves taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars each 
year. Furthermore, tree root systems help hold soil in place, reducing 
the risk of erosion. 

Wildflowers
The Harris County Flood Control District plants wildflowers, including 
bluebonnets, drummond phlox, Indian blankets, Indian paintbrush and 
Mexican hats, for very practical purposes. Aside from beautifying the 
local landscape, a carpet of wildflowers can offset the spring mowing 
cycle, saving our maintenance dollars for other needed projects. 
Wildflowers also provide a varied root structure to help prevent erosion, 
as well as provide sustainable landscape and habitat for wildlife.



Greens Bayou Watershed 
Tropical Storm Allison 
June 2001

Downtown Houston after Tropical Storm Allison

Tropical Storm Allison
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Why We Flood
Every part of the country must deal with the threat of natural disasters. For Harris County,  
the No. 1 threat is flooding. The reason for this? Our area is prone to severe rainfall, tropical  
storms and hurricanes, is generally topographically flat, and has impermeable clay soils. 

This area flooded long before the Allen brothers founded the city of Houston in 1836. Geologist 
R. H. Loughridge, in his “Report on the Cotton Production of the State of Texas,” a supplement 
to the 1880 United States Census, wrote: “The surface of the entire region is very level and even, 
with a descent to the coast so gradual as to afford no drainage to the soils, and, as a natural 
consequence, water remains in pools upon the prairies of the region until removed by evaporation.”

As the city of Houston’s population grew, many homes and businesses were unknowingly built in 
floodplains, which were not defined until the National Flood Insurance Program formed decades 
later. As a result, more property naturally became vulnerable to flooding. The flood of 1929 covered 
all bridges over Buffalo and White Oak bayous west and northwest of the city and put all homes in 
Alief under 4 feet of water. The flood of 1935 covered two-thirds of Harris County with one day of 
rain. Buffalo Bayou overwhelmed an emergency sandbag levee and shut down Houston’s central 
water plant. This flood lasted four days, killed seven people and partially disabled the Houston Ship 
Channel for eight months. 

These two floods prompted the creation of the Harris County Flood Control District in 1937 to be 
a local partner to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers so our federal tax dollars could be used for 
desperately-needed local projects.

Sometimes referred to as an “off the charts” storm, Tropical Storm Allison was an unprecedented 
event for Harris County. In 2001, Allison dropped more than 28 inches of rain in just 12 hours and 
35 inches of rain in five days in Harris County – amounts that grossly exceeded the 1 percent 
(100-year) flood. Allison flooded 73,000 residences and caused more than $5 billion in damages – 
making it the most costly tropical storm in the nation to date. Although many people believe if their 
homes did not flood during this storm they are not at risk for flooding, it is important to remember 
that Allison did not distribute rain evenly. The majority of rain hit the central and northeast parts of 
Houston and Harris County. Had this same amount of rain targeted other areas, they would have 
experienced similar flooding. 



Residents wade through stormwater in  
a neighborhood near Cypress Creek.

Why have flood insurance?
Everyone living in Harris County is at risk for flooding to varying degrees. While government 
agencies can build projects that reduce flooding risks and damages, residents should do their 
part and have flood insurance in place. Purchasing flood insurance is the best way to financially 
recover from a flood. The Harris County Flood Control District recommends all residents have 
flood insurance, regardless of whether or not they live in a mapped floodplain and regardless of 
whether or not their mortgage lenders require it.

Did You Know That....
n  Most mortgage lenders do not require flood insurance for homes outside a mapped  

1 percent (100-year) floodplain, but…

n  Sixty-five percent of the area that flooded during Tropical Storm Allison in 2001 was not  
located in a mapped 1 percent (100-year) floodplain. This is because Allison grossly exceeded  
a 1 percent (100-year) event.

n  Of the 2,300 homes that flooded during the heavy rains of April 2009, 70 percent were not  
located in a mapped 1 percent (100-year) floodplain. This is because the majority of flooding  
was caused by sheetflow and ponding.

Because flood insurance is ultimately sold by the federal government through the National Flood Insurance 
Program and because Harris County participates in the program, all Harris County residents are eligible for 
flood insurance no matter where they live or how many times they have flooded. Flood insurance can be 
obtained through most local insurance agents. Rates for flood insurance do not vary from agent to agent.

Just an inch of water inside a home or business can cause thousands of dollars in damages. For example, 
repaying a $50,000 disaster loan at a 4 percent interest rate will cost an average of $240 a month for 
approximately 30 years, while a $100,000 flood insurance policy costs about $400 per year. Many who have 
experienced flooding in the past did not realize until too late that flood insurance was not included in their 
standard homeowners insurance policies.

Having flood insurance will not keep you from flooding, but it will help you recover. For more information on 
flooding and flood insurance, visit the National Flood Insurance Program at www.floodsmart.gov.

A Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM or floodplain map) is a map produced by the Federal  
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and adopted by a city or a county. It is used to 
determine flood insurance rates and to assist in floodplain management and the regulation  
of land development.

A new FIRM was officially adopted by the city of Houston, Harris County and other area muni-
cipalities in 2007. The map was produced by FEMA and by the Harris County Flood Control 
District using computer simulations and airborne laser technology from NASA called Light 
Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) — a more accurate way to map the lay of the land. The new 
map is the best map Harris County has ever had, and it shows more accurately than ever the 
boundaries of our floodplains.

What do Flood Insurance Rate Maps show?
n  Areas at risk for flooding from a bayou or major creek overflowing during a theoretical 1 percent  

(100-year) flood, a theoretical 0.2 percent (500-year) flood and from coastal flooding (storm surge). 

What do Flood Insurance Rate Maps not show?
n  The maps do not show areas at risk for flooding from storm sewers and roadside ditches  

exceeding capacity (ponding) or from water traveling over land to reach a bayou (sheet flow).

n  The maps do not show risks from unstudied bayous and creeks. (Of the 2,500 miles of bayous  
and creeks in Harris County, about 1,300 have been studied.)

n  The maps do not show risks from floods greater than a 0.2 percent (500-year) flood,  
such as Tropical Storm Allison in 2001.

Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(Floodplain Map)

1 percent (100-year) Floodplain

0.2 percent (500-year) Floodplain
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0.2 Percent (500-Year) Flood: A flood from a 
bayou overflowing its banks that has a 0.2 percent 
chance of occurring in any given location in any 
given year. In other words, during a 30-year period 
of time (the duration of many home mortgages), a 
0.2 percent (500-year) flood has a 6 percent chance 
of occurring in any given location. If statistically 
played out over thousands of years, a 0.2 percent 
(500-year) flood would occur on average once every 
500 years. However, it’s important to note that it 
can occur more than once every 500 years.

0.2 Percent (500-Year) Floodplain: An area that 
has at least a 0.2 percent chance of flooding from a 
bayou overflowing its banks in any given year.

1 Percent (100-Year) Flood: A flood from a bayou 
overflowing its banks that has a 1 percent chance  
of occurring in any given location in any given year.  
In other words, during a 30-year period of time  
(the duration of many home mortgages), a 1 
percent (100-year) flood has a 26 percent chance  
of occurring in any given location. If statistically 
played out over thousands of years, a 1 percent 
(100-year) flood would occur on average once 
every century. However, it’s important to note that 
a 1 percent (100-year) flood can occur more than 
once in 100 years.

1 Percent (100-Year) Floodplain: An area that 
has at least a 1 percent chance of flooding from a 
bayou overflowing its banks in any given year.  

Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs or 
Floodplain Maps): Produced by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, Flood Insur-
ance Rate Maps show areas that have the highest 
probability of flooding from bayous and creeks 
overflowing. These maps are used to determine 
flood insurance rates for communities participating 
in the National Flood Insurance Program. They are 
also used by some communities, such as the city 
of Houston and unincorporated Harris County, to 
regulate land development.

Ponding: The collection of stormwater on streets 
or on undeveloped land that typically forms when 
rainfall exceeds the design capacity of a street’s 
drainage system or exceeds the land’s ability to 
drain.

Sheet Flow: Water traveling over land to reach  
a bayou.

Storm Surge: The gradual rise in sea level 
generated by a tropical storm or hurricane that is 
higher than the predicted normal high tide. Storm 
surge tends to be highest along the immediate 
coastline, in the heads of bays, at the mouths of 
rivers and creeks, and within inlets where seawater 
is forced to rise vertically.

Stormwater Detention Basin: An excavated 
area of land designed to safely store stormwater 
threatening to overflow from an adjacent bayou 
or creek. When water levels in a bayou or creek 
recede, the stormwater in the basin will slowly drain 
by gravity back into the bayou. Detention basins 
temporarily detain water. They are not retention 
ponds, which permanently store water.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: The federal 
agency authorized to partner with local 
governments (such as the Harris County Flood 
Control District) to conduct major studies and 
projects in which there is a federal financial interest. 
The Corps operates nationally and evaluates 
regulatory requirements for many studies and 
projects. 

Voluntary Home Buyout Program: A program 
in which government agencies can help families — 
whose homes are located deep in a floodplain and 
that repeatedly flood — move to higher ground.  
The homes are demolished and the land remains  
as open space to function as a natural floodplain  
for stormwater storage.

Watershed: A geographical area that drains to 
a common bayou or other body of water. For 
example, the 127 square miles that drain into Brays 
Bayou comprise the Brays Bayou watershed. There 
are 22 primary watersheds in Harris County. 

Common Flooding Myths and Facts
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MYTH:  The Harris County Flood Control 
District is responsible for addressing 
all types of flooding. 

FACT: The Harris County Flood Control  
District is responsible for bayous and many  
of their tributaries. The city of Houston, other 
municipalities and unincorporated Harris County 
primarily concentrate on storm sewers and 
roadside ditches. The Texas Department of 
Transportation is responsible for drainage of 
highways and feeder roads.

MYTH:  I’ve lived in my house for more than  
30 years and I’ve never flooded.  
Therefore, I don’t need flood 
insurance. 

FACT: Most Harris County residents are vulnerable 
to flooding because our topography is flat, we 
have impermeable clay soils, and we are prone to 
storms that produce large amounts of rain in short 
periods of time. Many areas in the county have 
been spared from extreme rainfall in recent history, 
but that fact can change like the weather. This  
area has flooded for centuries, so it’s important  
not to rely only on your recent experience to 
predict flooding risks.

MYTH:  A 1 percent (100-year) flood  
occurs only once every 100 years.

FACT: A 1 percent (100-year) flood can occur 
multiple times throughout a century. This event 
has a 1 percent chance of occurring in any given 
location in any given year. Doesn’t sound like a lot? 
Think of it this way: A home in a 1 percent (100-
year) floodplain has at least a 26 percent chance 
of flooding during a 30-year period of time – the 
duration of many home mortgages.

MYTH:  If I didn’t flood during Tropical Storm 
Allison in 2001, chances are I won’t 
ever flood. 

FACT: The greatest rainfall brought by Tropical 
Storm Allison hit the northeast part of Houston and 
Harris County, dropping more than 28 inches of 
rain in 12 hours and 35 inches of rain in five days. 
However, some areas received fewer than 5 inches 
of rain. Had the damaging rains of Allison targeted 
other areas, they would have experienced similar, 
devastating flooding. 

MYTH:   I don’t need flood insurance because 
I don’t live in a mapped floodplain. 

FACT: We are all at risk for flooding regardless 
of our proximity to a mapped floodplain. Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs or floodplain maps) 
published by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency are good indicators of flooding risks 
from bayous and creeks overflowing their banks. 
However, they do not show flooding risks from 
storm sewers and roadside ditches exceeding their 
capacity, risks from unstudied bayous and creeks, 
or risks from storms greater than a 0.2 percent 
(500-year) flood — such as Tropical Storm Allison 
in 2001. 

MYTH:  New land development causes 
flooding. 

FACT: Strict regulations set by the city and by the 
county dating back to the early 1980s mandate 
that additional stormwater runoff created by land 
development be detained on site, in regional storm- 
water detention basins or by other measures. 
Although development that took place prior to the 
1980s was not as regulated, the Harris County 
Flood Control District has spent more than seven 
decades building projects that reduce flooding 
risks and damages. In fact, today’s floodplains are 
smaller than they ever have been in Harris County. 

MYTH:  A storm surge from a tropical storm 
or hurricane will inhibit our bayou 
system’s ability to drain. 

FACT: Most of our bayous and creeks are upland 
and drain by gravity. Because of their natural slope 
toward Galveston Bay, a storm surge caused by 
a tropical storm or a hurricane will not impede this 
process. Of the roughly 2,500 miles of bayous and 
creeks in Harris County, only a small portion near 
Galveston Bay will be influenced by storm surge for 
a short period of time. 

Glossary



Buffalo Bayou at Allen Parkway

n   Many reporters refer to the Harris 
County Flood Control District as the 
“County.” However, we are a special 
purpose District created by the 
Texas Legislature in 1937. While 
our boundaries coincide with those of 
Harris County and our governing body 
is Commissioners Court, we are a 
separate legal entity from Harris County 
government. In abbreviated terms, we 
should be referred to as the “Flood 
Control District,” the “District”  
or “HCFCD.”

n   Many reporters believe that the purpose 
of the Harris County Flood Control 
District is to address all types of flooding 
in our area. Actually, the Flood Control 
District’s primary jurisdiction is 
over the open drainage ways, such 
as bayous, creeks and their tributaries, 
in the county. Drainage facilities that 
serve to drain streets and highways are 
the responsibility of the owner of that 
infrastructure, such as a city, county or 
state highway department.

n   Many reporters use the term “retention 
pond” to describe an excavated area 
used for stormwater storage. However, 
the correct term is “detention basin.” 
Retention is the long-term storage 
of water, such as a lake. Detention 
is the temporary or short-term 
storage of water for purposes 
of reducing flooding risks and 
damages. 

n   Many reporters say that projects to 
widen and deepen bayous and creeks 
“remove homes from the floodplain.” 
Actually, it is the floodplain that is 
removed from the homes. 

n   The Harris County Flood Control 
District maintains more than 2,500 
miles of bayous and creeks. That’s 
the distance from Los Angeles to 
New York City.

n   Harris County’s slope toward 
Galveston Bay is the equivalent of 
putting dimes under two legs of a 
6-foot long pool table. (For every 
mile toward Galveston Bay, our 
elevation drops roughly 1 foot.)

n   Harris County receives an average 
of 4 feet of rain every year.

n   The Harris County Flood Control 
District’s four stormwater detention 
basins near Brays Bayou have 
a combined capacity of the 
equivalent of seven “Astrodomes” 
of storage — about 3.5 billion 
gallons!

n   The Harris County Flood Control 
District and its funding partners 
have spent an average of $150 
million each year for the past 10 
years building projects that reduce 
flooding risks and damages. 

n   Floodplains show areas at risk 
for flooding only from bayous 
and creeks overflowing. There are 
many areas at risk for flooding from 
storm sewers and roadside ditches 
exceeding their capacity that are 
not located in mapped floodplains.

n   The Harris County Flood Control 
District only has jurisdiction over 
bayous and major creeks in Harris 
County. Generally speaking, we do 
not have jurisdiction over drainage 
for highways and streets, including 
roadside ditches and storm sewers.
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Did You Know... Common Reporting Mistakes?


