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OVERVIEW 

• History of Engagement and Opposition
• Changing Dynamic of Organizing 
• The Influence of Digital and Social Media 
• The Changing Landscape in Texas
• Wrap Up and Q&A



HISTORY OF ENGAGEMENT AND 
OPPOSITION

19th Century
• National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Boone & Crockett
• Word of mouth, print publications, localized/focused
Early 20th Century 
• Wilderness Society, National Wildlife Federation, Nature  

Conservancy
• Broader acceptance, increased political focus
1960s-70s
• Silent Spring, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Environmental 

Defense Fund, Earthjustice, NRDC
• Multi-media attention, significant focus
1980s-90s
• Love Canal, Greenpeace, Climate Change 
• Local organization increased, mostly through traditional 

channels
Early 2000s
• Kyoto Protocol, An Inconvenient Truth, Endangerment Finding
• Advent of internet, digitization of information 



CHANGING DYNAMIC OF 
ORGANIZING 

• Population Dynamics and Growth 

• Trends in News Media

• Accessibility and Flow of 
Information

Pew Research Center, 2017



THE INFLUENCE OF DIGITAL AND 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Growing Adoption 

Stakeholder Integration and Communication

Policymaking Influence 

Pew Research Center, 2017

% of Adults Getting News from Social Media



THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE IN TEXAS
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THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE IN TEXAS



ONE EXAMPLE:  SHARING OUR STORY

WeRTexas

TACA members work hard to 
support Texas’ growing 
population. With 1,400 new 
Texans each and every day, we 
know it’s a job to keep up with the 
state’s growing need for 
infrastructure. And that’s our job. 

We are part of our communities, 
volunteering and contributing 
passion and skills to make things 
better where they live and work. 



ONE EXAMPLE:  TEACHER WORKSHOPS



Houston Stronger is a coalition of civic groups, business associations and active citizens 
throughout the Texas Gulf Coast region dedicated to working with local, state and 
federal officials to implement a comprehensive regional flood control plan that 
safeguards our citizens and property. Visit HoustonStronger.net for more information.  

ONE EXAMPLE:  HURRICANE HARVEY

https://houstonstronger.net/


ONE EXAMPLE:  TEXAS A&M DEPT. OF CIVIL ENGINEERING



ONE EXAMPLE:  LEGISLATIVE AND STAFF TOURS



ONE EXAMPLE:  CHAMBER MIXERS



ONE EXAMPLE:  QUARRY DAYS
• Blast Observations
• Photos w/Equipment
• PPE Free Zones
• Rock Collecting
• Presentations 
• Lunch



CONCLUSION

• Social and Digital Media/Communications are the New Normal

• Stakeholder Transparency Will Continue to Increase

• Policymaking and Legislative Impacts will Grow More Closely Linked to 
Organized Engagement

• It is a Marathon, Not a Sprint

• Multiple Efforts
• Social Media/Communications
• Facility Transparency and Community Engagement
• Working with Critical Stakeholder Groups over Long-Term Horizon



Questions?
Please complete the session evaluation on the CONEXPO–CON/AGG Mobile App.  This is 
the same place you can log Professional Development Hours (PDH).
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