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Update regarding staff progress on strategic planning items: We have attached an updated version of 

the progress worksheet shared with last Friday’s CMU. Updates are noted in bold for your reading 

convenience. Going forward, we plan to issue an updated chart every two weeks.  

Budget and CIP meetings update: We are preparing for Tuesday night's budget and CIP meeting, where 

we will present a new proposed approach intended to increase the focus on spending. As we are 

eliminating some of the budget meetings that had been scheduled, we would like to use some of that 

time in May to go over CIP-related matters; this will inform budget discussions as we move into the 

summer. We will include this as part of the proposal for Council consideration and action at Tuesday’s 

meeting. 

April 30 public meeting on access management for FM517 (NOT 518) and SH3: The Houston–Galveston 

Area Council (H–GAC) is currently conducting an access management study on portions of FM 517 and 

SH 3 in Dickinson and League City. The study includes FM 517 from Cemetery Road to Gum Bayou, and 

SH 3 from FM 518 in League City to Hughes Road in Dickinson (see attached Study Area Map). The 

purpose of the study is to identify transportation improvements for traffic flow, safety, and reduced 



traffic delay in the corridors. H–GAC says it is working with the Texas Department of Transportation, 

local officials, and community partners to analyze existing conditions and devise infrastructure and 

policy recommendations that enhance mobility and safety, as well as encourage economic development 

in the area. A public hearing is set for Tuesday, April 30 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Dickinson 

High School Auditorium, 3800 Baker Drive in Dickinson. The meeting is to include informational displays 

and aerial maps; the study team is to present its findings and receive public comments regarding 

transportation issues along both corridors. Additional information about the study is online at www.h-

gac.com/go/am.  To learn more about this project, please contact H-GAC Transportation Director Alan 

Clark at 713-993-4585, or by email to FM517-SH3@h-gac.com. Linc Wright is to represent the City at this 

meeting, and is to return with information that will inform Council’s decision whether to take a formal 

stance on the proposed work.  

Relay for Life: The annual Relay for Life event to raise funds and awareness for the American Cancer 

Society is set for May 10-11 at the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex. We are forming a City team (dubbed the 

City Slickers) in this year’s event and have come up with several ideas for fundraising. We plan to use 

donated funds (not City funds) to purchase a gift card for a raffle; employees who purchase a $5 raffle 

ticket will also be eligible to win use of a premium parking space at their worksite. In addition, we will 

repeat past fundraising practice by allowing employees to pay $5 to wear jeans at work (with their 

supervisor’s permission) for a week. If you would like to contribute to the gift card purchase or join the 

City Slickers at the Relay for Life event, please contact David Benson or Kristi Wyatt.  

Wellness Walk: League City's 6th annual Wellness Walk/Run, benefiting the Friends of the League City 

Seniors and the City’s programs for senior citizens, is set for Saturday at League Park.   The event is to 

include a 1K walk and a 5K run, both of which are to begin at 9 am.  Funds raised from the event are to 

go directly for equipment and other expenses for the seniors’ exercise classes at the new Eastern 

Regional Park.  The Arts and Crafts Spring Show will be held at the same day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m at 

League Park.  There will be arts and crafts from local artisans.  For more information regarding the 

programs, contact Lydia Rodriguez at 281-554-1183 or email her at lydia.rodriguez@leaguecity.com or 

visit leaguecitywellnesswalk.org (we are working with the Friends of the Seniors to make sure that the 

new City logo is used on the website going forward). 

Property tax homestead exemption update:  At the presentation of the Long Range Financial Forecast, 

Council requested more information regarding the possibility of adjusting residential property tax 

homestead exemption levels as commercial growth occurs.  The City presently provides a homestead 

exemption equal to 10 percent of assessed value on owner-occupied residential property. In the current 

fiscal year, this exemption saved local homeowners $2.5 million.  This exemption can be increased by 

any increment, so long as it does not exceed the 20 percent maximum exemption allowed by state law. 

Any adjustment must be made by July 1 in order to affect the following tax assessment. This can be 

done by ordinance, and legal counsel’s research thus far indicates there are no state-imposed 

requirements for public notice or hearings beyond the City’s standard two readings. Should Council be 

interested in adjusting the homestead exemption for 2013 taxes, an ordinance changing the exemption 

https://webmail.leaguecity.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=n9TPLWkn6kaTBLsp05QIdRr8hp4gFtAI-G1IcCsem0lxwEhCfQdA_fIrTs30_YvTnukh_dp5Dg0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.h-gac.com%2fgo%2fam
https://webmail.leaguecity.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=n9TPLWkn6kaTBLsp05QIdRr8hp4gFtAI-G1IcCsem0lxwEhCfQdA_fIrTs30_YvTnukh_dp5Dg0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.h-gac.com%2fgo%2fam
https://webmail.leaguecity.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=n9TPLWkn6kaTBLsp05QIdRr8hp4gFtAI-G1IcCsem0lxwEhCfQdA_fIrTs30_YvTnukh_dp5Dg0.&URL=mailto%3aFM517-SH3%40h-gac.com
mailto:lydia.rodriguez@leaguecity.com
http://leaguecitywellnesswalk.org/


would need to be passed on first reading no later than the June 11 Council meeting. If you would like to 

read the relevant portions of state law, please let me know and we will provide it.       

Noxxe site startup: As previously indicated, staff confirmed on Wednesday that the Operator at the 

Noxxe site has resumed production without acquiring the necessary production permit from League 

City. In coordination with legal counsel we have formulated the following process: 

 On Wednesday, the Oil and Gas Administrator sent an informal e-mail to Steve Shaffer of Noxxe Oil 

and Gas, LLC notifying him that a violation has occurred and that formal notification would be 

provided to him the following day if the violation did not cease. 

 On Thursday a formal letter was generated notifying Noxxe of its violation of the Code of 

Ordinances. The letter informed the Operator that failure to cease operations by noon today (Friday, 

April 26) could result in fines up to $2,000, with each day of violation a separate offense and 

separate fine. The letter was e-mailed, delivered by courier to the business location, and posted at 

the production site. 

 The Oil and Gas Administrator visited the site today at the noon deadline for compliance and noted 

that production activity had ceased. However, we have no formal indication of intent to cease 

operations and request a permit. Staff will continue to monitor the site throughout the weekend for 

potential activity. Should operations commence, staff will take appropriate steps up to and including 

issuance of citations and requesting a warrant in municipal court.  

 Staff is coordinating with our consultant to prepare for a safe shutdown of production if needed to 

achieve compliance with City code. 

Growth and Development Advisory Committee update: On Wednesday night the Growth and 

Development Advisory Committee finalized its recommended growth and development policies for 

presentation to City Council; that presentation is planned for the May 13 Council work session. 

Upcoming annual Hurricane Blowout: You are cordially invited to attend the third annual League City 

Hurricane Blowout on Saturday, May 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Home Depot on SH 646 and I-

45.  The event will feature Fire and Police department equipment displays, booths from community 

officials, governmental agencies, non-profit organizations, and various vendors who help the community 

prepare for and recover from hurricanes and other disasters. Other attractions are to include a DJ, 

petting zoo, pony rides, face painting, food, games, and door prizes.  We look forward to seeing you 

there! Please feel free to contact the Office of Emergency Management at 281-554-1300 with any 

questions. 

Legislative update: As of this morning, House bills 1148, 1149 and 1496 (all opposed in Council 

resolutions passed earlier this month) remained pending in committee, according to the Texas 

Legislature website. 

New bidder/vendor management system: The City has partnered with Public Purchase, an online 

procurement system to aid in vendor registration and to increase competition and responses to Bids and 

Request for Proposals (RFP).  Previously this process was done manually through an Excel file.   The 



benefit of utilizing an online procurement system is that the vendors will register electronically via the 

Public Purchase site and the system will build and maintain a vendor database for the City.  Vendors 

who register will automatically receive bid notifications for the commodities they provide. The 

Purchasing staff will be able to view general information for each vendor, add notes to vendor profiles, 

and search for specific vendors.  Bids, RFPs and requests for quotes will be downloaded to the site; bid 

tabulations and notice of awards will be posted on the site as well.  This service is no charge to the city 

or to the vendor.  The vendors currently on the city’s vendor list were emailed a notice and instructions 

on how to register with the new system on April 3.  This information is also on the city’s website.  The 

website for this new system is located at www.publicpurchase.com.  

Oil and gas drilling code amendment update: Staff continues to make major amendments to the drilling 

section of Chapter 42 with the intention of presenting this information to City Council for initial 

consideration and discussion at the May 27 City Council workshop. This represents approximately 30 

days more than initially anticipated when staff committed to completing an amendment within 60 days. 

While publicly discussing changes to the drilling section, staff will make similar needed amendments to 

the production and pipelines sections of Chapter 42 so that they may be discussed following 

amendments related to drilling. Major changes to the drilling section include addition of a production 

testing phase and permit, improvements and clarification to requirements at the application stage and 

prior to final inspection, incorporation of a formal notice to proceed into the process, and other 

enhancements based upon applied experience and coordination with third party experts. 

Follow-up meeting with commercial property owner near Mar Bella: The developer associated with 

discussion of a potential rezoning for multifamily development has set another meeting with Mar Bella 

neighborhood representatives to discuss what the community would like to see in the way of 

commercial property as already zoned. On May 2 at 6 p.m. at the Johnnie Arolfo Civic Center, WCF 

Development is to meet with a small group of area residents with the intent of discerning their interests 

for development of the commercial property adjacent to Mar Bella subdivision. 

New site location tool for economic development: Staff has updated the City’s economic development 

website to include a new site location tool. The tool identifies available sites and building in League 

City.  It gives site selectors and business owners the power to not only find available sites and buildings 

but to also quickly obtain statistics and demographics along with business intelligence such as consumer 

spending, wages and labor force. Staff is working in partnership with local real estate brokers to 

populate the site. 

http://www.publicpurchase.com/


COUNCIL PRIORITY OBJECTIVE STATUS NEXT STEPS

Refund tax-supported bonds, and include 

$1.2 million cash to defease debt, reducing 

future payments by $3 million

Approved by City Council February 26; sale 

completed March 7

Continue to identify and propose debt 

reduction opportunities for Council 

consideration

Refund Public Improvement District 

developer balances and reset assessment 

rates for four PID's saving 1,900 

homeowners on annual payments

Logistics being worked through; challenges 

vary for each of our PIDs

Expect first PID to Council by end of 

May for developer refinancing, with 

reset assessments to follow in 

second agenda item; planned 

completion by July 26 for two of four 

PID's.

Prepare Long Range Financial Forecast to 

demonstrate alternative means of reducing 

debt over the long-term

LRFF planning underway with the initial 

presentation to Council on April 16.

Continuing to refine the LRFF through 

the budget process.

Hire City Auditor

Retain professional auditor to report to the 

City Council and conduct formal audits of 

city departments as directed by the 

Council.

Agenda item needed from Council to move 

forward.

Council continuing to build a 

consensus on revised ordinance and 

job description. Will begin recruitment 

and selection process upon direction 

from Council

Prepare monthly project 

status reports

Provide monthly report for each of 80 

capital projects underway.

New format for quarterly report was 

delivered to Council on April 16 and 

presented on April 23 meeting.

Next monthly CIP report for April 

will be delivered in mid-May.

Pinnacle Park capital improvements 

including Brookport and I-45 ramp 

reversal.

CIP funding amendment approved by 

Council March 26; engineering and land 

acquisition from Newquest is in progress 

(presently working on appraisals for two 

small parcels on Brookport's south end)

See CIP monthly report for specific 

schedule (next report expected by 

mid-May)  

Implement new City logo
Phasing in new logo to minimize transition 

costs.

Continue phased-in transition of new 

logo (multi-year process)

Jag Hollow construction

Final economic development agreement CIP 

budget amendment approved by Council 

agenda on March 26. 

Anticipate bid award in May with 

construction complete by end of 

calendar 2013.

Status reports on economic 

development

March monthly report included with  April 

19 CMU

Updates on status of projects and 

activities to be held in executive 

session as standing agenda item 

for future Council meetings.

Improve development review and 

permitting processes.

Assigned Economic Development Manager to 

serve as ombudsman with selected 

commercial developers to evaluate 

development review and permitting processes; 

review of sign and tree preservation ordinances 

is underway

Identify opportunities to improve 

efficiency and streamlining of review 

and permit processes; propose 

revised sign ordinance and tree 

preservation ordinances to Council by 

July 26

Revisit comprehensive plan

Moving toward completion of Growth and 

Development Advisory Committee work; GDAC 

recommendations to be presented to 

Council May 13

Comprehensive plan tune-up to begin 

in May with Growth and Development 

Advisory Committee suggested as 

guiding group for recommendations 

to be presented to Council

Entryway improvements: Improve signage, 

landscaping

Changes made at Five Corners to improve 

visibility of gateway signage; initial entryways 

for gateway signage identified (FM 518 on west 

side, SH 3 and FM 270 north entries into LC); 

landscape standards developed and outreach 

initiated with landscape firms; PGAL initiated 

work on sign concepts.

Sign concepts to be ready for 

presentation to Team Beauty May 

7 and presentation to Council May 

14. Maintenance agreement in 

development; will be ready to 

move forward in time for 

landscaping to follow signage 

installation.

Improve street signage on major 

thoroughfares

Installed sample mast-arm signage at SH 3 

and Main

Online survey underway: with 138 

respondents, blue leads green 58 

percent to 42 percent, and 64 

percent of respondents say the 

signs are too small (36 percent say 

they're just right, and one person 

checked "too big.")

Main Street Sidewalk

Surveying/design underway for sidewalks on 

the south side of Main from Iowa to Five 

Corners.  Council approved programatic 

funding on March 26.  Based on Historic 

District input we will not include additional 

sidewalk next to Helen's Garden.

Complete the design, get TxDOT 

permit and start construction in June.

Code compliance sweep

Staff began business and property owner 

contacts on code, property maintenance and 

façade program the week of April 1.

Follow-up to continue through April

Improve Main Street

Focusing on Hometown Heroes banner 

program approved by Council on March 26.  

Continuing to develop estimates of needs and 

costs generated for additional  banners and 

planters

Ready to proceed with placement of 

Hometown Heroes banners as they 

are sold by American Legion; 

Planters and additional banners to be 

held back as Phase II after progress 

on entryway improvements

Façade improvement program

Program outreach continues led by CMs 

Bentley and Dawson and Economic 

Development Manager Owen Rock, with 

support from others. One local business 

has indicated its application is waiting only 

on quotes for work to be done. 

Continue program marketing and 

address applications as they are 

received.

Debt Reduction

Economic Development

Beautification
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Dickinson-League City - FM 517/SH 3
Access Mangement Study

3555 Timmons Ln, Suite 120 
Houston, TX 77027
Phone: 713-627-3200
Web: www.h-gac.com

¯
This product is for informational purposes 
and may not have been prepared for or be 
suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying 
purposes. It does not represent an on-the 
ground survey and represents only the 
approximate relative location of
property boundaries.
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