
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 5, 2019 

 

 

President Donald J. Trump 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20500 

 

 

Dear Mr. President: 

  

As representatives of States and Territories that have been devastated by recent natural disasters, 

we write to request a meeting with you at your earliest convenience. It is vital that your administration take 

steps to resolve the mismanagement of current federal disaster recovery efforts and implement the 

duplication of benefits fix as passed by Congress. 

 

Last October, you enacted a provision in P.L. 115-254 and reversed a problematic interpretation of 

federal disaster recovery law that limited survivors’ access to relief dollars. In the aftermath of a natural 

disaster, victims are encouraged to quickly seek assistance from FEMA and other federal agencies. The 

vast majority of survivors do as they are advised, rather than wait for the possibility of additional 

congressional appropriations for home and business recovery. One of the first forms of relief available is a 

disaster loan from the Small Business Administration (SBA). Unfortunately, if an individual applied for or 

received an SBA loan, then the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) considered them 

ineligible to apply for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) assistance, should it become 

available. 

 

While this interpretation of the Duplication of Benefits provisions was intended to prevent the 

application of more than one source of government aid for the same damage, Congress clarified in passing 

P.L. 115-254 that a loan is not duplicative of a grant and should not be construed as such. Yet, in the six 

months since you signed this fix into law, HUD has refused to authorize the release of funds or issue 

guidance to implement the intent of Congress. Due to HUD’s inaction, hundreds of thousands of Americans 

who are eligible for this assistance are still being denied their ability to fully recover. 

 

Since 2016, you have declared numerous disasters and approved hundreds of billions of federal 

recovery funds. Congress has joined your efforts to promote the quick recovery of affected communities, 

and we have approved nearly $40 billion in CDBG-DR funding to address unmet recovery needs. We are 

not requesting additional funds – the funds subject to this policy have already been approved. We simply 

ask HUD to take the necessary steps to ensure that the fix is put into practice, as further delay in its 



implementation will encourage victims to postpone their own recovery in the hope of eventually receiving 

a grant. Swift executive action on this matter will ultimately save money and help speed recovery for 

families across America in the long term. 

 

Therefore, as spring flood waters rise and hurricane season threatens, we urge your important 

attention in this matter and request an opportunity to explain these circumstances directly to you at your 

earliest convenience.  

      

       Sincerely, 

  

 

      

  

  

      

 

 


