@ongress of the United States
MWashington, BT 20515

April 12,2019

The Honorable Pete T. Gaynor

Acting Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency
500 C Street, South West

Washington, D.C. 20472

Dear Acting Administrator Gaynor:

In October 2018, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) began removing debris from the San
Jacinto River that was deposited during Hurricane Harvey. This project was designated as a FEMA Mission
Assignment (DR 4332) and directed USACE to restore the river to pre-Harvey conditions.

When USACE studied the river, they identified four sections of the river that needed dredging support
but has only remaved debris from three of the four sections. This project is due to be completed any day now.

The current project has increased conveyance of the water upstream and removed necessary
blockages from the Kingwood neighborhoods. Unfortunately, the largest blockage in the West Fork still exists.

The City of Houston recently studied how much this blockage grew during Hurricane Harvey. They
used the model that was accepted post-Hurricane Sandy, known as the Stockton Protocol. The results of the
study indicate that 1.4 million cubic yards of Section A were deposited during Harvey. The removal of this
sand will greatly improve the flow on the West Fork and reduce the flood risk to the adjacent, heavily
populated, neighborhoods.

This blockage needs to be addressed while the necessary equipment is still in the river. In order to
protect this area from imminent harm, we urge FEMA to authorize a Mission Assignment for the debris
removal of the remaining section of the river.

We truly appreciate your timely attention and consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Dan Crenshaw

Member of Congress

cc: Tony Robinson, Regional Administrator for FEMA Region VI
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