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Dear Texans, 

Greetings from your Texas Capitol. I wanted to provide everyone with a few updates 

on Hurricane Harvey recovery efforts. As you all know, southeast Texas was hit hard 

during Hurricane Harvey. Different areas all across the State experienced unique 

challenges, and flooding in the Lake Houston area was among the worst of this 

unprecedented storm. Rainfall and the subsequent flooding was unprecedented.

Our office has worked closely with communities across Senate District 4, as well as 

our local leaders, Governor Abbott, and members of Congress to ensure that our 

homes and businesses are rebuilt and better protected from catastrophic storms 

in the future. We have made tremendous progress, however, there is much more 

to be done as we have now passed the one-year anniversary of the hurricane. I am 

committed to continuing the fight for the Lake Houston area and all of southeast 

Texas. As always, please contact my office if we can be of service to you and your 

families. It is a privilege to serve as your State Senator. 

God Bless Texas,

Brandon Creighton

State Senator

District 4

Senator Brandon Creighton



Senate Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs Committee 
Hearing in Senate District 4 

October 16, 2017 - New Caney, TX - After the 
immediate rescue and relief efforts following Hurricane 
Harvey, it was important for us to understand exactly  
where we needed to prioritize state and federal resources. 
We needed to hear what went wrong, what needed to be 
rebuilt promptly and what projects we needed to focus 
on in the long-term to prevent future flooding. In late 
September, Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick asked the 
Texas Senate to study a series of interim legislative charges 
related to Hurricane Harvey flooding and devastation. I 
asked the Lieutenant Governor to host the very first interim 
hearing related to Hurricane Harvey in Senate District 
4. During the hearing, we heard from many local officials 
and hurricane victims. I invited the general manager of the 
San Jacinto River Authority (SJRA) - the governmental 

entity charged with managing surface water in the San 
Jacinto River Basin - to the hearing where I asked a series 
of over 40 questions about their policies, infrastructure, 
and response actions. It was very obvious from that 
hearing that changes needed to be made. As a result of 
this hearing, SJRA has made numerous fundamental 
changes that have greatly improved the Authority’s ability 
to respond to flooding concerns, including the creation 
of a flood management division, sponsoring projects for 
the Army Corps of Engineers, and upgrading their notice 
and gauging systems. This hearing made apparent what 
steps needed to be made, both short-term and long-term, 
and began the on-going process to ensure our homes and 
communities are protected in the future. However, there 
is still work to be done.

“Plea for Three” Accomplished! 

REMEDIATION: You requested dredging and strict enforcement of illegal sand mining operations in the San Jacinto 
River. I am pleased to announce that the dredging has officially begun and will be completed by next summer. This 
project first had to go through the Army Corps of Engineers. They have many requirements for their projects including 
a mandatory study, which is usually a two or three year process. I worked closely with the Army Corps of Engineers 
and Governor Abbott to fast-track the study. I also hosted a roundtable in Kingwood with City Council Member Dave 
Martin, the Governor’s Office, Representative Huberty, Congressman Poe, the Harris County Flood Control District, 
and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), which is the state agency that grants permits to and 
enforces the law on sand miners. At that meeting I requested information on all sand mining operations in the San 
Jacinto River, including inspection protocol and any enforcement actions they have recently taken. I will ensure that our 
laws have enough teeth so the TCEQ can adequately punish the bad actors in this industry and any others that work in 
our river basin or floodway areas. 
 
REDUCTION: A plan is in place to temporarily release water from Lake Conroe prior to the rainy season and 
hurricane-prone months. SJRA and the City of Houston have approved a plan to reduce the Lake Conroe water levels in 
the spring and in the fall. Because water in Lake Conroe is owned by multiple entities, the TCEQ expressed its intent to 
use enforcement discretion on water rights in regard to the water being released to create capacity in Lake Conroe. This 
plan is a compromise where water from Lake Conroe will slowly be released before rainy and hurricane-prone months, 
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(Senator Creighton seated second from right prior to questioning SJRA)



“Plea to See” Accomplished!  

•

while allowing the reservoir to recover water lost during this time period in case of a drought. The policy of releasing 
water prior to storms was discussed at the Senate hearing in New Caney. I asked why SJRA did not consider releasing 
water before the times where we have experienced flooding in the past. I have been able to put TCEQ, the Governor’s 
office, and SJRA at the table with myself, Dave Martin, and Representative Huberty to have these discussions and 
create both short-term resolutions like this one in addition to long-term flooding solutions. 
 
REPRESENTATION: You also asked for downstream representation on the SJRA Board of Directors. Governor 
Abbott appointed three new members to the Board on February 5th. The boards of directors for river authorities are 
appointed by the Governor and approved by the Senate. I worked closely with Governor Abbott to identify the three 
new members to the Board; two of which provide downstream representation. I met with each of them following their 
appointment. “Senator Creighton has been an advocate for Lake Houston residents by identifying funding sources and 
bringing partners together to mitigate the flooding throughout the entire San Jacinto watershed,” said Kaaren Cambio, 
a newly appointed Board Member from Kingwood. “The issues that exist have been known issues for many years and 
will not be resolved overnight. With Senator Creighton’s leadership and direction our community will finally be able to 
address the factors that have put us at risk for flooding and implement a plan that will allow us to grow and live without 
the fear of flooding again.” Having downstream representation on the Board is crucial so all stakeholders along the 
river have a voice in not only protecting our drinking water but also protecting our homes from flooding. I fully intend 
to vote to confirm these three new members along with all of my Senate colleagues. For more on the appointments, 
visit: http://brandoncreighton.com/senator-creighton-applauds-governor-abbotts-ap

In March, you asked for your state officials to visit the Lake Houston area to tour and observe the damage resulting from 
Hurricane Harvey.

I have spent a lot of time in the Lake Houston area this last year. On the day the storm hit, I boarded a boat in Kingwood to help 
people get to safety. I have saw the destruction first hand through several boat and helicopter tours of the region. Through 
your initiative and neighbor to neighbor efforts, Governor Abbott, Lieutenant Governor Patrick, and Land Commissioner 
Bush came and observed the damage you and I see every day in our community. I have been in constant communication 
with them, Representative Huberty, Council Member Martin, and other local leaders to continue our reform efforts.

“It is great to see everyone really come together and show support across all levels of government, watching our City, County, 
and State officials dive in to projects is inspiring,” said Houston City Council Member Dave Martin. “Harvey has brought out 
the best in us, challenging us to be innovative in order to achieve the best results for our residents. Senator Creighton has 
done a tremendous job to assist the Lake Houston Area by getting out and engaging the sand mining operators to step up to 
the plate and be a part of the solution, we could not be more grateful for him spearheading this initiative. We’ve come a long 
way but are all committed to strengthening our partnerships and staying the course until our needs are met and residents’ 
peace of mind is restored.” 

April 3rd, 2018 - I asked Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick and newly appointed 
SJRA Board Member Mark Micheletti (not pictured), to join me and Council 
Member Dave Martin to a boat and aerial tour of the San Jacinto River.

From the helicopter view, you can see the massive amounts of sand and other 
siltation that has been deposited in and along the banks of the San Jacinto River. 
Although most of the siltation was left by Harvey flood water, a lot of it has also 
been left by other floods. It is not natural to the river and is altering the current 
of the river. It is being removed.



Additional Accomplishments  
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We have accomplished a lot so far. You started the two campaigns listed above, which have proven successful. However, we 
did not stop there.

During my questioning of SJRA at the October Senate hearing, we heard the sad response that while SJRA had the 
authority of flood control, they did not interpret that as a duty. The Governor and I asked SJRA to take on flood control 
management as a full duty of the Authority. In response to my request, the SJRA Board of Directors voted to create a 
new flood management division and hired additional staff to operate this division. This is a big step to ensure decision 
makers will consider flooding implications from now on. This development also allows us to avoid the creation of a 
taxing entity to provide this service. 

The last thing people need while recovering from a hurricane is the stress that comes with paying taxes. Last session, 
I authored Senate Bill 1047 to allow those affected by a disaster to pay property taxes in quarterly installments. The 
bill became law on January 1st, 2018 and provided immediate relief to those affected by Harvey. This is just one 
example of many tax benefits you can take advantage of. For local tax inquiries, visit https://www.hctax.net/weather/
harveyresources, for help with state taxes, please contact my office or visitwww.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/resources/
disaster-relief.php, and for federal assistance, contact Senator Cornyn or Senator Cruz, who sponsored Congressman 
Brady’s (CD-8) Disaster Tax Relief and Airport and Airway Extension Act of 2017. 

August 29th, 2017 - I boarded a boat 
in Kingwood with a local resident to 
evacuate victims to safety. This picture 
is of a second story balcony.  Although 
I have never witnessed anything like 
this storm, I have also never witnessed 
anything as inspiring as what I saw 
when everyday citizens came together to 
support one another. Texans showed the 
world how to genuinely care for others 
without regard to race, religion, political 
party or income bracket. Governor Abbott’s leadership has been instrumental 

throughout this process. From appointing 
downstream board members to the SJRA Board to 
expediting the dredging project in the San Jacinto 
River, Governor Abbot and I have been in constant 
communication and working together to rebuild 
and strengthen our communities. 

March 23rd, 2018 - I hosted one of many 
roundtable meetings in Kingwood with the 
Governor’s staff, SJRA, Congressman Ted Poe, 
Representative Huberty, Council Member 
Martin, SJRA, TCEQ, and the Harris County 
Flood Control District. Afterwards I took them 
on a boat tour of the San Jacinto River. 

September 1st, 2017 - My staff led a 
donation drive at the Capitol and filled 
an entire truck full of supplies that we 
distributed in Senate District 4. I was 
amazed by the amount of supplies that 
were sent to Texas from all across the 
nation. It was impressive to see everyone’s 
efforts to organize and distribute the 
supplies in centers all across the Texas 
coast. 

February 13th, 2018 - I spent a week in Washington, D.C. immediately 
following the unprecedented passage of a disaster supplemental 
funding resolution that provided $89.3 billion for disaster relief. I met 
with Senator Cruz and many others of the Texas delegation as well as 
the White House and the Army Corps of Engineers. I wanted to make 
sure that southeast Texas received as much federal funding as possible 
to study and ultimately build flood reservoirs along Spring Creek, Lake 
Creek, and the East Fork of the San Jacinto River. I have been working 
with the Harris County Flood Control District and the Army Corps of 
Engineers on this project.

July 10th, 2018 - Hundreds of you attended at the San Jacinto Watershed Community Meeting 
for the Harris County Bond Proposal. Even 11 months after the storm, the community is still very 
active in coming together to seek real solutions. In attendance with me was SJRA Board Member 
Mark Micheletti and Representative Dan Huberty.



We identified inadequacies in SJRA’s gauges, warning notices and notices during the Senate hearing. SJRA policies, 
notice system, and gauges have since been upgraded to address the inadequacies.

I have had several meetings with the TCEQ over the last several months. I have specifically tasked them with strictly 
enforcing against illegal and reckless sand mining operations along the San Jacinto River. TCEQ has asked for your 
help, as the eyes and the ears in our community. If you think there may be an environmental violation, you may report 
the violation online or over the phone at http://www.tceq.texas.gov/compliance/complaints/

I have met with Kingwood area village and homeowner association presidents, MUD boards, and the Harris County 
Flood control district to bring all parties to the table and to both receive and give updates in order to create a forward-
focused strategy.

I spent a week in Washington, D.C. to meet with federal officials to ensure that southeast Texas received as much 
funding as possible from the $89.3 billion dollar disaster relief package. I met with Senator Cruz and Senator Cornyn’s 
staff, members of Congress from the Texas delegation, the White House, and the Army Corps of Engineers. The new 
director of new projects at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a fellow Texan who understood how important rebuilding 
southeast Texas is to the global economy. 

On June 13th, I formally requested Governor Abbott to instruct the Texas Division of Emergency Management to fund 
the expansion of the water gates on the Lake Houston Dam. The two tainter gates currently installed on the spillway are 
inadequate and cannot release any substantial amount of water in the event of an imminent threat. The City of Houston 
has always viewed Lake Houston as a drinking source; I believe it is time that we utilize Lake Houston both as a drinking 
source as well as for flood mitigation. I am asking the State to allocate funds to this project to move progress along. I 
want to see a total of 10 gates on the Lake Houston spillway that can pre-release water in the event of a storm. 

On August 3rd, I sent a letter to all Harris County Commissioners and County Judge Ed Emmett recommending projects 
in the Lake Houston area and asking they be fully guaranteed. Specifically, I requested that the final list of projects 
funded by bond revenue include a detention project along Spring Creek (Map ID F-119), additional dredging of the San 
Jacinto River and Lake Houston (Map ID CI-61), and improving the water gates on the Lake Houston Dam (Map ID 
CI-028). This bond election has potential to fund many important projects, however, funds must be distributed across 
the whole County and to areas that received the most damage, such as the Lake Houston Area. The bond passed and we 
must continue to make requests until projects are awarded and construction has begun. 

On August 7th, I met with the Army Corps of Engineers and Congressman Kevin Brady as a part of our ongoing 
discussions to construct reservoirs or detention areas along the Lake Creek and the Spring Creek watersheds. The water 
flowing into Lake Houston through the San Jacinto River is only a portion of the total amount of water that feeds into 
Lake Houston. In order to fully prevent flooding in Lake Houston we must be able to store or divert water coming in 
from these other tributaries. I will continue to fight for state and federal funding for these projects. 

•
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Pending Projects

Together and through hard work, we have been able to make many major accomplishments, however, we are not done. I 
will continue fighting for you and your families. In order to accomplish a complete, regional plan to mitigate future flooding, 
further large-scale projects are needed:

Thank you to everyone who has been involved in this process to rebuild our communities. The progress would not have been 
made without your input and effort. As we go forward, please continue to engage with me and my office as well as your local 
and federal officials to voice your concerns and priorities. As we gear up for the 86th Texas Legislative session, beginning in 
January of 2019, please let me know what changes you want made to make life easier and to make Texas even better. Feel 
free to contact my office or follow me on social media for current updates. Rest assured that the urgency to complete these 
short and long term goals is shared by all of us and we will not stop until we are successful.

Stay up-to-date with what is going on by viewing my website or social media pages.
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SENATOR BRANDON CREIGHTON
On August 26, 2014, Senator Brandon Creighton was sworn in to the Texas State Senate to 
represent the citizens of Senate District 4, which encompasses parts of Montgomery, Harris, 
Chambers, Jefferson and Galveston Counties. Brandon is an eighth-generation Montgomery 
County resident, where he resides with his family. Brandon is a graduate of the University 
of Texas and holds his Doctor of Jurisprudence from Oklahoma City University School of 
Law. Brandon is Vice President and General Counsel of the Signorelli Company in The 
Woodlands and is the owner of Creighton Realty Partners, LLC in Conroe. In his spare time, 
he enjoys Texas history, sports, hunting and fishing.

Contact Senator Creighton
Capitol Office:
P.O. Box 12068

Austin, TX 78711
(512) 463-0104

Beaumont Office:
350 Pine Street, Suite 1450

Beaumont, TX 77701
(409) 838-9861

The Woodlands Office:
2829 Technology Forest, Suite 240

The Woodlands, TX 77381
(281) 292-4128

Senator Creighton currently serves on the Senate Committees on Agriculture, Water and Rural Affairs, Criminal Justice, 
State Affairs, Transportation and as the Vice-Chairman of the Senate Committee on Business and Commerce.


